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Abstract

Electoral behaviour of citizens is subject to a wide range of social, economic, political, institutional, legisla-
tive and psychological factors that ultimately modify the electoral choice of individuals. The spatial pattern
of dependence between voters’ electoral preferences and their socio-economic background creates a space
for application of geographic research within outlined issues and therefore geography is able to comment on
existing regional discrepancies with detailed explanation. Social cleavage based on different political prefer-
ences is manifested in several dimensions, which relevance is changing in time and spatial context as well.
One of the classic social cleavages is framed by urban-rural conflict line, whose character is to be evaluated
in presented contribution using example of functional urban regions located in western part of Slovakia. The
time period of upcoming analysis is 1998-2010, when the country held four elections to the National Council
of the Slovak Republic.

Key words: conflict line, urban-rural context, electoral preferences, functional urban regions, regional
disparities.

INTRODUCTION

The term “social cleavage” was first applied in
the fifties of last century in connection with the
upcoming revolution in the scientific examina-
tion of the citizens’ political behaviour. At this
time there was a boom in political science litera-
ture specifically focusing on voter behaviour. And
just social cleavages seen as objective characteris-
tics dividing individuals into specific social groups
were considered to be crucial in the voter’s behav-
iour explanation process. The theoretical basis
for defining the social cleavages was formulated
by Lipset and Rokkan (1967). These authors have

defined them as the conflict lines, which are based
on the structure of social relations between groups
of political community. They identified four long-
existing social cleavages that can be understood as
a consequence of the national and the industrial
revolution: urban vs. rural, employers vs. work-
ers, centre vs. periphery and state vs. church. After
nearly half a century, introduced social cleav-
ages are still significant in relation to the expla-
nation of voters’ electoral choices. Some authors
call these long-term predispositions as ethnically
given (Chandra and Boulet, 2003) or adhesive
(van der Veen and Laitin, 2004). Eckstein (19606)
have previously distinguished between “segment
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cleavage” (political division, which closely repli-
cates the objective social differentiation) “cultural
divergence” (disparities resulting from dissimilar
interpretations of the world) and “specific disa-
greement” (differences of specific policies).

Slovak electoral research accentuating the spatial
context of the electoral behaviour is represented by
valuable analysis from sociologist Krivy (2000), who
assesses the political preferences of different groups
existing within Slovak society, while he does not also
forget to pick up the geographic scope of interest
issue manifested in the differential electoral pattern
of Slovak towns and villages according to their size
structure, which ultimately generates quite signifi-
cant differences between the electoral preferences
of urban and rural area. Valuable contribution to
geographic exploration of the Slovak population’s
electoral behaviour is illustrated by the example of
Orava region introduced by Madlenak in 2006. A
significant urban-rural conflict can be registered for
lower Orava mainly due to locating the largest town
(Dolny Kubin) of whole region. Results of Szdl-
16s’s study (2006) evaluating the degree of stability
in electoral support of the crucial areas for political
parties in the Slovak Republic after 1998 confirm
long-term affiliation of certain political groups to a
particular type of social environment. As an exam-
ple, he mentions SDKU and its dependence on
the preferences of the most urbanized regions of
Slovakia typical by high degree of socio-economic
development. Conversely, Krivy (1996) determines
the HZDS and SMK-MKP as parties that receive
preferential support mainly from the rural environ-
ment. These findings may indicate that the urban-
rural profile of political parties is long-term valid
and highly resistant to any turbulence. However,
Barath, Sz6llés and Cernak (1995) give notice that
the electoral support for political parties is able to
migrate from rural to urban environment, and vice
versa.

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

Currently, there ate no territorial units in Slovakia
that would respect the principle of internal voting
preferential coherence or at least would partially try
to, therefore a concept of functional urban regions

(hereinafter also “FUR” in short) established for this
country by Prof. Bezak (2000) is accepted as the most
appropriate for the purpose of analyzing the urban-
rural conflict. Although the daily urban systems as
representatives of objective socio-spatial relations
were based on apolitical criteria non-reflecting the
electoral preferences of the population, the qual-
ity of link between towns and countryside may be
important indicator catching the nature of urban-
rural voting preferential differences between urban
and rural areas in case of similarly oriented works
such as this one. In fact, they are the most real terri-
torial units of the regional level taking into account
long-term relationships formed between the centre
and its hinterland. For the purposes of this papet,
“A” level was used (51 functional urban regions in
total), and Western Slovakia consists of the follow-
ing 18 regions: FUR Banovce nad Bebravou, FUR
Bratislava, FUR Dunajska Streda, FUR Hlohovec,
FUR Komarno, FUR Levice, FUR Nitra, FUR
Nové Mesto nad Vahom, FUR Nové Zamky, FUR
Piest’any, FUR Senica, FUR Skalica and Holi¢, FUR
Sala and Galanta, FUR Starovo, FUR Topol'cany,
FUR Trencin, FUR Trnava and FUR Zlaté Moravce
(Table 1).

To meet the targets of this study, final results disag-
gregated at the municipal level of four parliamentary
elections carried out in Slovakia during the period
1998-2010 have been used. We have considered
political parties attending the National Council of
the Slovak Republic at least once since 1998. Rural-
ity index of electoral preferences for political party
(rurality index Ri in short) utilized in this research
poses an elementary statistical measure defining the
urban-rural character of given political party in pat-
ticular region of Slovakia (Table 2). It means ratio
between the share of the vote for particular party
in the rural space and share of electoral preferences
gained by the same party in urban environment
at parliamentary elections during the period of
1998-2010. Subsequently, the political party having
the highest rurality index of electoral preferences
within the region was considered to be representa-
tive of the rural space. Conversely, the political party
with the lowest rurality index of its electoral sup-
port was conceived as a political representative of
urban environment within the given region. In the

AUPO GeographicaVol. 43 No. 2, 2012, pp. 83-99



State of urban-rural cleavage in electoral preferences in Western Slovakia 85

Table 1 Voter turnout in functional urban regions of Western Slovakia in the period of 1998-2010.

Data source: author (research).

Utbanisation Voter turnout (%) Rurality index of
rate (%) Overall Rural Utban voter mobilisation
Bénovce nad Bebravou 54.09 67.98 72.56 63.77 1.134
Bratislava 79.72 67.96 66.36 68.35 0.971
Dunajska Streda 40.97 73.35 76.48 68.78 1.123
Hlohovec 60.43 65.71 66.64 65.08 1.026
Komarno 58.11 68.02 70.64 66.13 1.078
Levice 45.97 67.59 68.46 66.57 1.028
Nitra 59.34 68.64 68.75 68.56 1.004
Nové Mesto nad Viahom 50.68 66.80 67.24 66.35 1.012
Nové Zamky 41.49 69.02 70.12 67.47 1.039
Piest’any 53.63 67.37 68.21 66.64 1.023
Senica 60.99 61.15 62.58 60.20 1.036
Skalica a Holi¢ 60.66 56.86 58.76 55.59 1.053
Sala a Galanta 45.71 67.14 69.56 64.16 1.091
Stirovo 35.30 72.23 73.36 70.33 1.052
Topol¢any 44.60 68.54 71.50 64.85 1.107
Trencin 60.68 69.83 70.14 69.63 1.011
Trnava 54.14 66.84 69.14 64.78 1.069
Zlaté Moravce 38.03 72.26 73.53 70.04 1.058
Slovak Republic 56.18 66.64 68.01 65.59 1.036

particular election, the difference between rurality
index of the party with the highest value on the one
hand and the party with the lowest one on the other
may be understood as the level (size) of urban-rural
conflict in given region. The larger this difference is,
the more significant socio-political conflict between
urban and rural environment can be expected, and
vice versa. Average value for the whole period is uti-

lized (see Table 3).

Another ambition of this study is to analyze the
relationship between parties’ electoral support and
socio-economic base of towns and countryside in
particular regions through correlation analysis. For
this purpose, ten mainly socio-economic indica-
tors derived from census of 2001 were selected,
which are expected to reach significantly different
values depending on being in urban or rural envi-
ronment and therefore in their case a significant

AUPO GeographicaVol. 43 No. 2, 2012, pp. 83-99

socio-political conflict of the population may be
awaited: the share of economically active popula-
tion working in the primary sector of economy,
the share of economically active population work-
ing in the secondary sector of economy, the share
of economically active population working in the
tertiary and quaternary sector of economy, the
share of economically active people working as
entrepreneurs, the share of economically active
people commuting to work outside the place of
residence, unemployment rate, share of popula-
tion with elementary education, share of popula-
tion with university education, urbanization rate
and voter turnout.

Pearson’s correlation coefficient (r) was selected as
correlation indicator quantifying the relationship
between electoral results of political parties and
socio-economic characteristics of the population.
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Table 2 Rurality index for political parties in functional urban regions of Western Slovakia

in the period of 1998-2010. Data source: author (research).

Hlésgs ﬂg, SB)K;U SNS S_'S“gr KDH SOP SDE KSS ANO  Sa$ l\g’z
Banovce n. B. 1.449 1454 0710 0902 0863 1.434 0.701  0.680 1.010 0.739  0.720  0.864
Bratislava 1.195 3990 0.607 1131 0977 0.889 0.804 0.727 1.093 0.861 0.777  1.864
Dunajska Streda 0.499  1.139 0372 0340 0429 0307 0416 0.521  0.583  0.571  0.529  1.040
Hlohovec 1224 1375 0.630 1170 1.077 0952 0.729 0937 0786 0983  0.722  0.537
Komarno 0.937  1.333 0312 0.607 0573 0833 0377 0323 0542 0390 0.367 1.050
Levice 1444 1374 0548 1.098 0933 1451 0.652 0.749 1.052 0.692  0.574  0.990
Nitra 1.190  7.841 0.536 0.878 0919 1111 0.831 0.643 0957 0.709  0.616  2.955
Nové Mesto n. V. 1.250  1.154  0.676  1.149  1.068 1.291 0.723  0.660  1.123  0.669  0.676  0.799
Nové Zamky 1.291 1.570 0432  1.151  0.981 1.536  0.669 0579  0.863 0511 0496 1.073
Piest’any 1.632 0359  0.536 1470 1.142 1117  0.715 0.658  1.058 0.584  0.701  0.412
Senica 1.648 0.701  0.831 0971  0.921 1.536  0.652  0.706  0.779  0.613  0.743  0.806
Skalica a Holi¢ 1.083  1.182 0915 1.144 1.059 1250 0.741  0.667  1.096  0.798 0.980  1.159
SaFa a Galanta 0.792 2902 0390 0592 0588 0.763 0459 0385 0.693 0.526 0406  1.905
Starovo 0.440  1.373 0331 0361 0399 0270 0385 0.386 0.688 0.562 0450  0.879
Topol'cany 1329  0.611  0.670 0972 0942 1539 0.755 0.636  1.008  0.779  0.630  0.651
Trencin 1546 0361 0530 1219 1.091 1278 0.573 0.626 1.045 0.645 0.643  0.427
Trnava 1.404 0469 0.652 1303 1.067 1370 0.754 0.638 0.994 0.672  0.789  0.577
Zlaté Moravce 1441 3789  0.674 1.025 0956 1.079 0.659 0.667 0.687  0.739  0.662  1.149
Slovak Republic 1438 2.227 0.518 1129 0.995 1221 0.688 0.655 1.046 0.684 0.574 1.285
RESULTS the other hand, right-wing Slovak Democratic and

FUR Banovce nad Bebravou

In comparison to the national mean, presented tet-
ritory shows slightly below-average level of urban-
ization. Interest to participate in ballots is there
slightly higher compared to the statewide average.
The region belongs to those with the highest rural
voter turnout within whole Slovakia. Conversely,
in terms of active participation in the polling, its
urban population reaches only below-average voter
turnout. Region of Banovce nad Bebravou ranks
of those with almost no difference between the
turnout registered in urban and rural areas. Peo-
ple’s Party-Movement for a Democratic Slovakia
(ES-HZDS) poses the political party with the high-
est long-term index of rurality in this region. On

Christian Union-Democratic Party (SDKU-DS) is
considered to be traditional political representa-
tive of urban environment. The region is one of
those with below-average socio-political conflict
between towns and countryside. The highest posi-
tive statistical significance was found in the region
between the Communist Party of Slovakia (KSS)
and the electoral preferences of the persons with
elementary education, the electoral results of the
Party of the Democratic Left (SDI)) and people
with tertiary education and as well as the electoral
support of the Bridge (Most-Hid) and the popu-
lation with tertiary education. On the contrary,
the highest negative correlation was identified
between the electoral gain of Alliance of the New
Citizen (ANO) and spatial distribution of popula-
tion with elementary education, the election result

AUPO GeographicaVol. 43 No. 2, 2012, pp. 83-99



State of urban-rural cleavage in electoral preferences in Western Slovakia 87

Table 3 Size and acceleration of socio-political urban-rural conflict in functional urban regions of Western Slovakia
in the period of 1998-2010. Data source: author (research).

Size of urban-rural conflict

Acceleration of

2010

1998-2010

urban-rural conflict

1998 2002 2006 1998-2010
Banovce nad Bebravou 0.706 1.013 0.958 0.657 0.833 0.93
Bratislava 3.698 2.649 3.026 1.202 2.644 0.33
Dunajska Streda 0.770 0.810 0.836 0.653 0.767 0.85
Hlohovec 0.589 0.804 0.541 0.742 0.669 1.26
Komarno 0.985 0.921 1.044 1.141 1.023 1.16
Levice 0.793 1.020 1.069 1.030 0.978 1.30
Nitra 7.246 5.081 6.535 2.407 5.317 0.33
Nové Mesto nad Vahom 0.750 0.793 0.661 0.636 0.710 0.85
Nové Zamky 1.250 1.131 0.893 1.554 1.207 1.24
Piest'any 0.994 1.278 1.068 1.147 1.122 1.15
Senica 0.763 1.118 1.044 1.068 0.998 1.40
Skalica a Holi¢ 0.729 0.520 0.301 0.305 0.464 0.42
SaPa a Galanta 2.618 1.942 2.142 3.472 2.544 1.33
Starovo 0.944 0.904 1.031 1.313 1.048 1.39
Topol'¢any 0.706 0.966 1.052 0.818 0.886 1.16
Trencin 0.973 1.212 1.058 0.910 1.038 0.93
Trnava 0.791 0.981 0.853 0.758 0.846 0.96
Zlaté Moravce 0.596 0.777 0.914 0.432 0.680 0.73
Slovak Republic 1.643 1.388 1.595 0.767 1.348 0.47

of the same party and voter turnout, as well as the
clectoral preferences of the Slovak National Party
(SNS) and the geographic proportion of working
people in the tertiary and quaternary sector of
economy.

FUR Bratislava

Region of Slovakia’s capital city is the most urban-
ized part of the country. On average, just four out
of five people live in urban environment here. In
Bratislava and its catchment area is achieved only
an average turnout at the elections to the national
parliament. However, the difference exists in elec-
toral participation between rural and urban areas
of this region. While, compared to the national
average, voter participation in countryside is at
a relatively low level, urban turnout belongs to
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the highest. Region of capital is one of only four
in Slovakia, where interest to attend the ballots
is higher in towns than in rural areas. Here, the
socio-political urban-rural conflict is represented
by two parties that were already shared the coali-
tion government two times (1998-2002 and 2002-
20006) with other political parties during the era
of country’s independence (since 1993). Party of
the Hungarian Coalition (SMK-MKP) records
the significantly rural voting preferences, mean-
while the urban space is highly important for elec-
toral success of SDKU-DS. This region has the
third largest urban-rural conflict reflected in the
political behaviour of citizens across the whole
Slovak Republic. The highest positive correlation
dependence was found in the case of electoral
preferences of Dzurinda’s party (SDKU-DS) and
the spatial distribution of persons with higher
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education. Electoral support of former right-
wing party leader reacted positively also to the
geographic composition of the population work-
ing in tertiary and quaternary sector of economy.
Election results of SMK-MKP were the better,
the greater the turnout in particular municipali-
ties was. Conversely, a negative causal relation-
ship was registered between territorial dispersion
of SDKU-DS’s electoral preferences and spatial
distribution of people with elementary educa-
tion. Similarly, a negative response to the same
population group was identified in relation to the
geographic structure of voting results in case of
liberal Freedom and Solidarity (SaS). For Direc-
tion-Social Democracy (Smer-SD), higher voter
turnout meant a less party’s electoral support in
the Bratislava region, and vice versa.

FUR Dunajska Streda

Town of Dunajska Streda and its catchment area
extend in territory typical of highly rural charac-
ter. On average, six out of ten people live in the
countryside here. In the reporting period of 1998-
2010, when four elections to the national parlia-
ment took place, the highest voter participation
among all regions of Slovakia was just recorded
there. However, interest in voting between urban
and rural areas showed some discrepancies. While
voter turnout in rural area was the absolutely high-
est across the whole Slovak Republic there, interest
in election of the urban population was signifi-
cantly lower, but still well above the national mean.
In this region, the difference in interest to actively
participate at the ballots between urban and rural
areas in favour of the latter falls into the highest
ones across the country. The most rural character
of voting preferences has been recorded in the case
of SMK-MKP, while the towns pose environment
the most important for electoral score of SDKU-
DS. In the region of Dunajska Streda, the socio-
political conflict followed through the urban-rural
dimension is at below-average level. According to
results of correlation analysis can be stated that
the most positive statistical link has been regis-
tered between territorial composition of SDIs
electoral preferences and geographic dispersion of
population with tertiary education, between voter

support declared to SMK-MKP and geographic
distribution of population employed in primary
sector of economy, and between votes given at
polls to Party of Civic Understanding (SOP) and
spatial concentration of persons working in the
tertiary and quaternary sector of economy as well.
On the other hand, with increasing territorial share
of population working in agriculture, forestry,
fishing and fish farming, the voting preferences of
SOP, Smer-SD and SDKU-DS has been declining
in the region.

FUR Hlohovec

In this populationally and territorially small region
situated on the west of the country, the degree
of urbanization is at above-average level. Inter-
est in the election expressed by the local popula-
tion is slightly lower than the statewide standard.
Voter turnout in the countryside reaches average
values, while the participation of the urban elec-
torate ranges on average. Difference between
participation at ballots in urban and rural environ-
ment of the region is not significant and belongs
to the smallest ones in Slovakia. Rural votes are
most important to the overall election outcome of
Meciar’s party (IIS-HZDS), while support of the
urban electorate is crucial for the SDKU-DS there.
In this part of Slovakia, one of the least signifi-
cant socio-political urban-rural cleavages within
the entire state has been recorded. The closest
positive correlation dependence was registered in
the case of voting preferences for I’S-HZDS and
their relation to both the geographic composition
of workers employed in the primary sector of
economy and the population with elementary edu-
cation. Statistical link of the same orientation was
also identified between geographic composition
of electoral support for SDI and territorial share
of persons working in the tertiary and quaternary
sector of economy. Conversely, the most nega-
tive correlation was registered in the case of elec-
toral preferences for Dzurinda’s SDKU-DS and
both the spatial distribution of population with
elementary education and the people employed in
first sector of economy. Geographic dispersion of
votes cast at polls to Most-Hid reacted negatively
to territorial composition of voter turnout.
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FUR Komarno

Utrbanization rate of the region located in the south-
west of the country is at a slightly above-average
level. Voter turnout of the local population exceeds
the statewide mean as well. Rate of electoral partici-
pation in both the utban and rural space is mildly
higher than the national average registered in those
environments, but in the case of the rural elector-
ate the difference is more significant. Inequality
between electoral interest in towns on the one hand
and countryside on the other (in favour of the rural
area) is higher than the average expected in other
parts of Slovakia. The highest rural votes’ share of
the total party gain was registered by SMK-MKP,
while the urban environment was the mostimportant
for election result of SDKU-DS. Compared to the
nationwide situation, the difference in rurality index
of electoral preferences between political party with
the lowest value of this variable on the one hand
and party with the highest value on the other was
at slightly above-average level there. The highest
positive correlation of parties’ election results were
recorded in relation to the geographic distribution
of entreprenecurs in the region. In connection with
the territorial composition of this socio-economic
population group, the highest positive Pearson’s
correlation coefficient of the electoral preferences
was identified by political parties of SDKU-DS, SaS
and surprisingly of KSS, too. This strong statistical
dependence can be explained by the spatial distribu-
tion of parties’ votes, which are almost solely tied
to the urban environment of the region, which is
also characterized by a high concentration of entre-
preneurs. Conversely, electoral gains of the parties
reacted negatively especially to the presence of peo-
ple with elementary education. In relation to this
social group, the most pronounced negative statis-
tical relationship was found in the case of ANO,
SDEL, SaS and their electoral gains.

FUR Levice

In comparison with national average, the degree
of urbanization in this region with one hundred
thousand inhabitants is at a lower level. However,
participation at polls by local electorate slightly
exceeds the Slovak standard. The same statement
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can be said even looking at the partial components
of the analyzed territory - the rural and the urban
environment, which also declared a slightly higher
interest of their population to vote in elections.
Compared to the nationwide situation, the inequal-
ity between voter turnout in urban and rural areas
is mildly lower in this part of Slovakia. The high-
est rurality of votes has been identified in electoral
support for I'S-HZDS, while the urban environ-
ment is the largest contributor to preferential
base for SDKU-DS. In this region, the intensity
of social conflict expressed by different political
preferences of urban citizens and rural commu-
nities just slightly surpasses the Slovak standard.
The strongest positive statistical relationship was
observed between the election results of Christian
Democratic Movement (KDH) and the geographic
composition of both the persons commuting to
work outside the place of their residence and the
population with tertiary education. Significant
positive correlation was also registered in the case
of electoral support for KSS towards the territo-
rial share of persons employed in primary sector
of economy. Conversely, negative statistical link
was identified for electoral preferences of KDH
and spatial dispersion of unemployment rate, the
electoral gains of KSS and territorial distribution
of entrepreneurs and the votes cast at ballots for
SMK-MKP and geographic composition of per-
sons with tertiary education.

FUR Nitra

Region situated in the west of the country belongs
to those with the largest population in Slovakia,
while the urbanization rate is at above-average
level there. Nodal Nitra region is characterized by
relatively high voter turnout. Although the electoral
participation of voters in the countryside reaches
only average value, interest to attend the ballots in
the case of urban population ranks to the highest
in Slovakia. The difference between voter turnout
in urban and rural area is almost zero - both envi-
ronments enjoy neatly identical voter turnout at the
polls. In this region, SMK-MKP poses the political
party with the greatest share of rural votes, while
the urban voting preferences are a major part of the
electoral gains of SDKU-DS. Size of socio-political
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conflict between towns and countryside is in Nitra
and its catchment area very strong, the second high-
est across the Slovakia. The highest intensity of the
positive correlation could be observed in the case
of election results of SDKU-DS and Sa$S as well
towards the spatial composition of university-edu-
cated population. In general, electoral preferences
of IS-HZDS have reacted positively at higher voter
turnout, which, in turn, has not played into the
hands of the ANO. Conversely, electoral gains of
right-wing parties as SDKU-DS and Sa$S have cor-
related negatively with the geographic distribution
of population with basic education.

FUR Nové Mesto nad Vahom

In this part of Stredné Povazie region, share of
people living in towns and countryside is abso-
lutely balanced. Compared to the national mean,
interest in active participation at ballots is at aver-
age level there. While the voter turnout in rural
space is slightly below-average, the relative number
of those casting their votes in urban area is mildly
higher than the average registered in the same
environment for the entire Slovak Republic. Dif-
ference between voter turnout in urban and rural
space is seen as one of the smallest in the whole
country. The highest share of rural votes within
the party’s electoral gain was registered in the case
of KDH, while SDKU-DS was a political party
with the greatest dependence on the preferences
coming from urban areas. In the region of Nové
Mesto nad Vahom, the level of socio-political dis-
crepancy between urban and rural environment is
relatively low. Electorate with tertiary education is
the social group of population, which has showed
the highest
towards the preferences of political parties. The
tightest relationship of this type was identified
for SaS, SDKU-DS and SDI’. A strong negative
statistical link has been found between the spatial
composition of the KSS’s electoral support and

positive  correlation dependence

territorial dispersion of entrepreneurs, the election
gains of SDKU-DS and geographic concentration
of elementary-educated population and the votes
cast at ballots for the liberal SaS and territorial pat-
tern of persons commuting to work outside the
place of residence.

FUR Nové Zamky

Utrbanization rate of the region spreading in the
southwest of Slovakia significantly lags behind the
national mean. Voter turnout belongs to the highest
ones across the country there. Electoral participa-
tion is above average in both the rural and urban
environment. In the region of Nové Zamky, the
difference between the interest in active participa-
tion at parliamentary elections between towns and
countryside is considered to be average. The most
rural are votes cast for SMK-MKP, while the his-
torical leader of the right (SDKU-DS) is regarded
as political party the most relying on electoral sup-
port coming from the urban space. Social conflict
reflected in the distribution of political forces in the
towns and countryside of mentioned region ranks
to absolutely largest in Slovakia. The highest posi-
tive correlation dependence was identified in the
case of electoral preferences for liberal SaS and
spatial composition of university-educated people.
Relatively high values of positive correlation were
also registered between electoral support for SNS
and IS-HZDS and spatial concentrations of people
departing for work outside the place of residence.
Conversely, election results of Most-Hid responded
negatively to the presence of this population group.
In this region, relatively strong indirect correlation
dependence was also recorded for both the electoral
gains of Smer-SD and geographic composition of
the persons with basic education and the votes cast
at polls for the SNS and spatial distribution of peo-
ple working in first sector of economy.

FUR Piest’any

In statewide comparison, this territory situated in
the region of Dolné Povazie is characterized by
below-average urbanization rate. However, electoral
participation of citizens living there exceeds the
national standard. Slightly above-average turnout
was identified in the case of rural and urban part
of the population as well. The inequality in interest
to actively participate at elections registered in these
two environments is regarded as one of the smallest
in Slovakia. The largest part of the rural electoral
gains belongs to I'S-HZDS, while the electoral pref-
erences of the urban environment are most obvious
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in the election results of SDKU-DS. Compared to
the national situation, the size of the socio-polit-
ical conflict between towns and countryside is at
above-average level in the region. The highest posi-
tive values of Pearson’s correlation coefficient were
registered for SDKU-DS and Sa$S and spatial com-
position of their election results on the one hand
and university-educated population on the other.
The latter represents a political party with strong
direct dependence to the territorial distribution of
entrepreneurs as well. Conversely, mentioned par-
ties showed a negative correlation of their electoral
preferences to geographic distribution of employ-
ees working in secondary sector of economy. With
the increasing territorial proportion of this socio-
economic population group, the electoral gains of
SDKU, SaS and Most-Hid have been declining, and

vice versa.
FUR Senica

In this region, urbanization rate belongs to the high-
estin the whole Slovak Republic. The interest of the
local population in public affairs expressed by its
active participation at elections is the fourth lowest
across the country. Turnout in both analyzed envi-
ronments (in rural and urban) lags behind nationwide
mean. The difference between the rate of electoral
participation in urban and rural space of the region
is considered to be standard. Meciar’s I’'S-HZDS is
the political party having the largest share of rural
votes in the party’s regional election result. On the
other hand, right-wing SDKU-DS poses the politi-
cal party which is the most dependent on electoral
support coming from the urban environment. In
town of Senica and its catchment area, the socio-
political conflict registered between urban and rural
population is at slightly above-average level. The
most intensive correlation of the positive nature has
been identified between the SOP’s election results
and territorial shares of the population with terti-
ary education, between the voting preferences of
Sa$ and spatial composition of employees working
in the second sector of economy and between the
votes cast at ballots to SMK-MKP and geographic
dispersion of the persons employed in the tertiary
and quaternary sector of economy as well. Statis-
tical link of opposite orientation was observed in
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the case of electoral support declared for ANO and
spatial distribution of persons working in the pri-
mary sector of economy, the election results of SaS
and territorial composition of population commut-
ing to work outside the place of residence and also
the voting preferences cast for SOP and geographic
pattern of elementary-educated citizens.

FUR Skalica and Holi¢

Region situated in the northern part of Zahorie is
characterized by above-average degree of urbani-
zation. However, this territory of fifty thousand
population suffers from absolutely lowest voter
participation, because turnout in parliamentary
elections just exceeded the 55% threshold in the
reporting period there. The electoral interest of the
local rural population is the poorest one in Slova-
kia, while participation in elections declared by the
urban citizens is the second lowest. Compared to
nationwide mean, the difference in the reached level
of voter turnout between rural and urban area of
the region is slightly above-average. According to
structure of its electoral preferences, KDH may be
considered as political representative of rural areas,
while the support of urban voters are most reflected
in the electoral gains of SDKU-DS. In addition to
the lowest level of electoral participation, Skalica
and its catchment area is also typical by the lowest
socio-political conflict existing between urban and
rural electorate throughout the Slovak Republic. In
other words, the voting preferences of towns and
countryside are the most similar just in this region.
The most intensive positive correlation dependence
was found between the KDH election results and
voter turnout, the electoral preferences of Smer-
SD and spatial composition of unemployment rate
and the territorial distribution of votes cast at bal-
lots for SDKU-DS and geographic concentration
of population with tertiary education as well. On
the other hand, the most negative response to both
the presence of people commuting to work and
spatial mosaic of voter turnout was experienced by
the election results of ANO. A significant negative
correlation relationship was also observed between
the electoral support of SOP and territorial com-
position of population working in the first sector
of economy.
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FUR $ala and Galanta

Region located in the southwest of Slovakia is char-
acterized by below-average rate of urbanization.
Electoral participation of the local population just
slightly exceeds the nationwide average. Difference
can be seen in voter turnout declared by both envi-
ronments under study. While the interest in elections
of rural electorate is above-average in comparison
with Slovak standard, willingness to vote expressed
by urban population of this region lags behind that
at the national level. The inequality in active partici-
pation at ballots between towns and countryside in
favour of the latter is relatively strong due to the
statewide conditions. SMK-MKP poses the political
party drawn the largest part of its electoral support
from rural areas, meanwhile the regional election
results of SDKU-DS are affected the most by votes
coming from urban space. In the region of Sal'a and
Galanta, the socio-political conflict existing between
urban and rural part of the electorate reflected in
different electoral preferences of these two very dis-
tinct environments ranks to the highest ones across
the country. Among the investigated socio-eco-
nomic characteristics, the closest correlation links
of the positive orientation towards election results
of political parties were recorded by the categories
of population different in level of attained educa-
tion. The spatial distribution of university-educated
citizens was positively correlated with electoral sup-
port of right-wing political parties as SDKU-DS
and SaS, while the territorial composition of the
population with elementary education related sta-
tistically the most to electoral gain of Most-Hid.
On the other hand, above-mentioned right-wing
parties of SDKU-DS and Sa$ responded negatively
to the presence of persons with basic education.
Indirect statistical relationship was also registered
between intraregional election results of SDI. and
geographic composition of voter turnout.

FUR Starovo

Populationally smallest region of Slovakia with
fewer than 35,000 inhabitants is of a distinctly
rural character, because degree of its urbaniza-
tion reaches one of the lowest values within the
Slovak Republic. However, voter participation

of local electorate is the fourth highest in inter-
regional comparison. In this region, the participa-
tion of both the urban and rural citizens as well
counts among the absolutely highest within the
country. The difference in active participation in
parliamentary elections between the two social
environments under study slightly exceeds the
Slovak standard. Within the examined territory,
SMK-MKP can be considered as the political rep-
resentative of the rural space, while SDKU-DS
relies mainly on the electoral votes coming from
the urban environment. The size of socio-political
conflict between towns and countryside is above
the standard in Starovo and its catchment area. In
relation to electoral preferences of political par-
ties, the highest values of Pearson’s correlation
coefficient were registered in the case of spatial
distribution of social groups dividing on the basis
of attained education. In the period under study,
the most intensive positive correlation was iden-
tified between election results of both the SOP
and SDKU-DS on the one hand and geographic
composition of university-educated population
on the other. Election results of the preferably
strongest political party in the region (SMK-MKP)
correlated positively with the territorial dispersion
of the elementary-educated citizens. Conversely,
the electoral support declared to political parties
of SOP, SDKU-DS and SDT as well, whose vot-
ing preferences in the region are characterized by
extremely urban character, responded negatively to
the spatial distribution of aforementioned social
category.

FUR Topolcany

Compared to the statewide mean, urbanization rate
of the region lying on the Ponitrie is at relatively
low level. However, voter turnout goes beyond
the Slovak standard. In this indicator, a significant
urban-rural difference can be observed. While the
interest to participate actively at polls from the side
of the rural population exceeds clearly the national
average, voter turnout in urban space of the region
lags slightly behind the nationwide standard. In the
region, the difference between electoral participa-
tion of voters in urban and rural areas in favour
of the latter is quite significant. Based on the
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structure of electoral preferences, KDH can be
regarded as a representative of rural space, while
votes of urban electorate are reflected the most
in the regional election result of SDKU-DS. In
the region of Topol'¢any, discrepancy in electoral
preferences reflecting the existing socio-political
cleavage is slightly below-average compared to
nationwide standard. In the area under study, the
closest correlation dependence of the positive
nature was registered between electoral gains of
SaS, SDKU-DS and SDI as well and geographic
distribution of tertiary-educated citizens. The rel-
evant statistical relationship, but of the opposite
orientation, was recorded in territorial composi-
tion of university-educated population and elec-
tion results of IS-HZDS. A statistically significant
negative correlation was also observed by both the
electoral support of KSS and spatial concentration
of employees working in the secondary sector of
economy and the territorial mosaic of electoral
preferences cast for SDKU-DS and population
working in the first sector of economy.

FUR Trendin

Compared to the national situation, urbanization
rate of the region located in the Stredné Povazie
is at above-average level. Similar statement can be
said even if we consider the electoral participation
of people living there, which ranks to the highest
in Slovakia. In the region, in both studied environ-
ments is observed comparatively high interest to
take a part at ballots in comparison with rest of
the state. Even in inter-regional comparison, elec-
toral participation of the local urban population
count among the absolutely highest in the country.
The difference between voter turnout achieved in
urban and rural areas of the region is the third
lowest in Slovakia. Compared to other political
parties, Meciar’s 'S-HZDS poses the party draw-
ing the most of its electoral support from the rural
environment of the region, while historical leader
of the right (SDKU-DS) relies to the largest extent
on voting preferences coming from urban space.
Socio-political cleavage occurring in different
clectoral preferences of towns on the one hand
and countryside on the other is slightly above-
average there. In Trenc¢in and its catchment area,
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population differentiated on the basis of highest
attained education is a social structure linked sta-
tistically the most to the spatial composition of
the electoral preferences cast at ballots to political
parties there. In the studied area, the highest posi-
tive correlation was recorded between the election
results of SDKU-DS, SOP and Most-Hid as well
and the geographic composition of university-
educated persons. Conversely, the most intensive
statistical link of opposite orientation was identi-
fied in relation of the electoral support declared to
SOP, SaS and also SNS to spatial distribution of
population with elementary education.

FUR Ttnava

Territory located in the Dolné Povazie is typical
of a slightly below-average urbanization rate. In
terms of voter turnout, the region can be included
to those reaching its average values. While the rate
of electoral participation manifested by rural vot-
ers of the region moves just above the national
average, the interest to attend the polls by urban
population lags slightly behind the statewide
mean. The difference in electoral participation of
both environments under study exceeds the aver-
age level. The largest part of the regional electoral
gains coming from the countryside was identified
for I'S-HZDS, while the share of urban votes
is the most significant within election results of
SDKU-DS. In the region, the size of the socio-
political conflict reflected in the electoral prefer-
ences of urban and rural parts of the electorate
was just slightly behind the national average. The
tightest positive correlation link was registered
between both the electoral gains of SDKU-DS
and SDI as well and spatial composition of the
population with university degree and the voting
preferences of SaS and geographic dispersion of
employees working in tertiary and quaternary sec-
tor of economy. On the other hand, a significant
negative statistical relationship was recorded in
the case of the spatial distribution of votes cast
at polls for SDI’ and SaS too and spatial distri-
bution of persons working in the primary sector
of economy. Quite significant negative correlation
was also found between election results of KSS
and territorial shares of voter turnout.
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Figure 1 Regional rurality index of voter mobilization at parliamentary elections of 1998-2010.
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based on parliamentary election results in the period of 1998-2010.

Figure 2 Typization of Slovak regions according to long-term party representatives of socio-political urban-rural conflict
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FUR Zlaté Moravce

One of the populationally and tertitorially smallest
regions of the Slovak Republic is characterized by
significant rural character. The urbanization rate of
the region is less than 40%. However in terms of
voter turnout, town of Zlaté Moravce and its catch-
ment area rank to the most successful in Slovakia.
High levels of electoral participation are typical for
rural and urban environment of the region as well.
In the studied area, difference in the interest of the
population to participate at ballots between urban
and rural environment is slightly above-average.
Within this territory, the highest rurality index of
clectoral preferences was registered in the case of
I’S-HZDS, while SDKU-DS was dependent to the
largest extent on preferential support flowing from
the urban area. In the region of Zlaté Moravce, the
rate of difference in voting preferences cast in rural
and urban space trepresenting the existing socio-
economic cleavage is at low level, which suggests a
weak socio-political conflict between the urban and
rural environment there. The highest positive sta-
tistical correlation was identified between the elec-
tion results of ANO and territorial distribution of
entrepreneurs, the geographic composition of elec-
toral support for KDH and people working in the
secondary sector of economy and also the electoral
gains of SOP and spatial concentration of univer-
sity-educated population. Conversely, the tightest
negative correlation link was recorded in the case
of the territorial dispersion of votes cast at polls
to SOP and geographic distribution of persons
commuting to work outside the place of residence.
Election results of this political party also corre-
lated negatively with the voter turnout. In the area
under study, with the increasing territorial shares of
the elementary-educated population, electoral score
of liberal SaS has declined, and vice versa.

CONCLUSION

Compared to the rest of the country, the western
part of the Slovak Republic has traditionally been
characterized by increased electoral participation
of the population. Among the eighteen regions
that were the object of research in the presented
study was only one of them registered as area
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with higher voter turnout in urban space than in
rural one (in FUR Bratislava, which is tradition-
ally seen as a stable core of preferential support
for Slovakian right-wing parties possessing the
ability to mobilize mainly urban voters). On the
other hand, the rural environment has involved in
the most obvious way compared to urban environ-
ment in region lying to the southeast of FUR Bra-
tislava (Dunajska Streda region) and also in Horna
Nitra region (FUR Prievidza and FUR Banovce
nad Bebravou) situated in the north of analyzed
territory. In the case of territories located in the
south of Western Slovakia, increased electoral
interest of countryside can be explained through
the territorial composition of the population with
Hungarian nationality, which is characterized by a
high rate of voter participation and spatial con-
centrated in the rural area of south-western Slova-
kia (see Figure 1).

In terms of party representatives of socio-political
urban-rural conflict there were allocated three types
of regions in Western Slovakia (see Figure 2). Most
abundant type are those in which the urban area
has been inherently important during the period
1998-2010 to the electoral success of right-wing
SDKU-DS on the one hand and countryside for the
I’S-HZDS on the other. Regions of this type (eight
in total) can be identified only in the north and east
of the investigated area. South-western parts of this
territory are typical of long-term rural inclination
towards classical party representing the Hungarian
ethnic group living in Slovakia, SMK-MKP, while
support coming from the urban space of this area is
most relevant for SDKU-DS (seven regions). Vot-
ing preferential conflict between rural and urban
environment categorized as type of KDH (rural)
vs. SDKU-DS (urban) was recorded in regions of
Skalica and Holi¢, Nové Mesto nad Vihom and
Prievidza lying in north.

However, West was considerably differential also
according to size and dynamics of socio-political
cleavage between urban and rural part of the elec-
torate (see Figure 3). The biggest difference in
the electoral preferences of both tracking envi-
ronments has been registered in the regions of
Nitra, Bratislava and in FUR Safa and Galanta.
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Conversely the mildest socio-political conflict of
towns and countryside was recorded in popula-
tionally and territorially smaller regions of Skalica
and Holi¢, Hlohovec, Zlaté Moravce and Nové
Mesto nad Vdhom. An important voting prefer-
ential similarity of urban and rural environment
can be seen even in southern areas of Western
Slovakia situated on the border with Hungary
characterized by high geographic concentration of
Hungarians. During the period under study, exam-
ined socio-political urban-rural electorate splitting
has strengthened the most in the region of Senica,
Starovo and Sala and Galanta. On the other hand,
the difference between electoral choices of urban
and rural voters has diminished in most significant
way in the populationally biggest regions of West-
ern Slovakia affected by suburbanization (FURs
Bratislava and Nitra), but also in both the Skalica
and Holi¢ and their catchment area located in the
northwest and in the region of Zlaté Moravce
lying in the eastern part of examined area.
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regiéonu

Résumé

Urbanné-ruralni konflikt volebnich preferenci
obyvatelstva ve funkénich méstskych regio-
nech zapadniho Slovenska v kontextu jejich
socio-politické situace

Termin ,socialni stépeni byl poprvé pouzit
v padesatych letech minulého stoleti v souvislosti
s nastupujici védeckou revoluci v oblasti zkou-
mani politického chovani ob¢and. V tomto obdob{
dochazi k rozmachu politicko-veédnf literatury speci-
aln¢ zaméfené na volicské chovani. A prave oblasti
socidlniho stépeni chdpané jako objektivni cha-
rakteristiky rozdelujici jednotlivce do konkrétnich
socialnich skupin se pokladaly za klicové v procesu
vysvetlovani chovani volica. Teoreticky zaklad
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sociologického definovani oblasti socialniho stépeni
byl formulovan Lipsetem a Rokkanem (1967). Tito
autofi definovali socialni stépeni jako oblasti kon-
flikta, které vychazeji ze vztaht v socialni struktute
mezi skupinami politického spolecenstvi. Zaroven
identifikovali ¢tyfi dlouhodobé platna socialni ste-
peni, ktera lze chapat jako dusledek narodni a pri-
myslové revoluce: mésto vs. venkov, zaméstnavatelé
vs. délnici, centrum vs. periferie a stat vs. cirkev.
Uvedené oblasti socidlniho stépeni jsou i dnes, po
témef pulstolet, stale vyznamné ve vztahu k vysvét-
leni volebnich preferenci obyvatelstva.

Zapadni ¢ast Slovenské republiky je ve srovnani
s ostatnim dzemim zemé jiz tradi¢né typicka zvy-
$enou volebn{ Gcasti obyvatelstva. Mezi osmnacti
regiony, které byly objektem vyzkumu v ramci pred-
stavené studie, byla jen v jednom z nich registro-
vana vyssi volebni Gcast v méstském prostfedi pfi
srovnani s venkovskym (konkrétné ve FMR Brati-
slavy, ktery je chapan jako stabilni jadro preferenc¢ni
podpory slovenské pravice disponujici schopnosti
volebné¢ mobilizovat predevsim urbanniho volice).
Naopak venkov se v komparaci s urbannim prostie-
dim nejvyraznéjsim zpasobem volebné angazoval
v pfilehlém regionu Dunajské Stredy a v severné
situovanych regionech Horni Nitry (FMR Prievidze
a FMR Banovcu nad Bebravou). V ptipadé Gzemi
nachazejicich se na jihu zdpadniho Slovenska lze
zvyseny volebni zajem venkova vysvétlit na zaklade
uzemni kompozice obyvatelstva mad’arské narod-
nosti, pro které je charakteristicka vysoka mira
volebni participace a které je teritorialné koncent-
rovano prave v ruralnim prostoru jihozapadniho
Slovenska. Z hlediska stranickych reprezentanta
socio-politického urbanné-rurdlniho konfliktu byly
v ramci zdpadniho Slovenska vyclenény tfi typy
regionu. Nejpocetn¢jsi typ pfedstavuji ty, v nichz
byl urbanni prostor v obdobi let 1998-2010 bytostn¢
délezity pro volebni dspéch pravicové SDKU-DS,
a naopak venkovsky pro ES-HZDS. Regiony tohoto
typu (celkem 8 regionu) lze identifikovat vyhradne
na severu a vychodé¢ zkoumaného uzemi. Jiho-
zapadni oblasti této casti zemé jsou vsak typické
dlouhodobou inklinaci venkova smérem ke klasic-
kému stranickému reprezentantovi madarského
etnika zijictho na Slovensku, SMK-MKTP, naopak na
podpofe mésta je v tomto prostoru nejvice zavisla
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SDKU-DS (7 regiont). Volebné-preferenéni kon-
flikt mezi rurdlnim a urbannim prostfedim typu
KDH (venkov) vs. SDKU-DS (mésto) byl evido-
van v severné lezicich regionech Skalice a Holice,
Nového Mésta nad Vahom a Prievidze.

Zapad byl vsak zna¢né diferentni i z hlediska
samotné velikosti a dynamiky socio-politického ste-
peni urbanni a ruralni ¢asti volic. Nejvetsi odlisnost
volebnich preferenci obou sledovanych prostiedi
byla registrovana v regionech Nitry, Bratislavy
a ve FMR Saly a Galanty. Naopak nejmirnéjif socio-
politicky konflikt mésta a venkova byl zaznamenan
v populacné 1 tzemné mensich regionech Skalice
a Holice, Hlohovce, Zlatych Moravci a Nového
Mesta nad Vahom. Vyznamnou volebné-prefe-
renc¢ni shodu urbanniho a ruralnfho prostfedi bylo
mozné evidovat 1 v jiznich oblastech zapadniho
Slovenska, situovanych na hranici s Mad’arskem,
typickych vysokou geografickou koncentraci
obyvatelstva madarské narodnosti. Zkoumané
spolecensko-politické urbanné-ruralni  Stépeni
volici se ve sledovaném obdobi nejvyraznéjsim
zpisobem upevnilo v regionech Senice, Stirova
a Saly a Galanty. Naopak rozdil mezi volebnimi
vybéry mestskych a venkovskych volicu se nejdy-
namictéji stira v populacné nejvétsich regionech
zapadniho Slovenska zasazenych subutrbanizaci (ve
FMR Bratislavy a Nitry), stejné vsak na severoza-
padé ve Skalici a Holi¢i a jejich spadovych tzemich
a ve vychodni ¢asti zajmového prostoru v regionu
Zlatych Moravcu.
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